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JMSB PhD student and David O’Brien Centre for Sustainable Enterprise Research Assistant Stephanie Berger (centre) helped coordinate Earth Day Flash Mob in Bethune Square on April! 
22. Meanwhile, in the MB Building, old banners were recycled into environmental pledges, with support from the JMSB Sustainable Business Group and Career Management Services. 






ALISYIAINA ¥IQNODNO) 





SET SITESONMTL 6 


Students capture the city on screen 
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KAREN HERLAND 


After a wide-ranging discussion involving 
faculty from across the university, Senate 
passed a resolution requiring ll 
Concordia researchers to either deposit 
their peer-reviewed articles in Spectrum, 
the university's institutional repository, or 


to indicate their reasons for not doing so. 


« The resolution puts Concordia at the 
forefront of the issue among Canadian 
institutions stating: “Concordia University 
wishes to take a leadership role in Canada 
and exemplify social responsibility by sup- 
porting the principles of Open Access’ 

The resolution encourages researchers 
to upload all the results of their research 
and creative production into the system, 
while acknowledging that deposit may be 
disallowed if rights are shared with other 
authors, producers, or publishers. (Please 
see the online Journal for the full text of the 
resolution). Prior to Senate approval, the 
resolution had been discussed widely and 
approved by all four Faculty Councils and 
the Council of the School of Graduate 
Studies. 

“This is a hearts and minds resolution,’ 
said Gerald Beasley, University Librarian 
and a spokesperson for the Open Access 
initiative of the overwhelmingly positive 
vote on the April 16 resolution. “Many 
Concordians were already familiar with 
the principles”, said Beasley, “But it was 


remarkable to witness the initiative's ris- 
ing momentum as faculty took opportuni- 
ties to shape the resolution to reflect their 
concern to maintain the high value of 
research as well a8 a commitment to its 
wider dissemination.’ 

The principle of Open Access was first 
raised when Congress 2010 Convenor Ron 
Rudin approached Beasley to discuss 
ways that the Libraries could participate 
in next months event. They both saw the 
principle of Open Access as a perfect fit 
with the Congress theme of Connected 
Understanding/Le Savoir branché. 

At the previous Senate meeting in 
March, Provost David Graham said, “T 
believe deeply in the principles 
involved. I feel that we owe it to our- 
selves, our peers and. the public to make 
research available.’.He added, “all the 
research we do, except for contracts 
with private industry, all our grants and 
salaries are due to public funds.’ 

Student senator Greg Johannson sup- 
ported the resolution saying, “students 
are especially attracted to open access 
because it breaks down barriers that 
have traditionally existed between aca- 
demic and non-academic communities. 
By its nature it makes the academic 
realm far more inclusive in how it inter- 
acts with the outside world’ 

Beasley presented responses to many 
of the points raised at the March Senate 


~ Concordia opens access 
to its research output 





meeting prior to the vote. Peter Stoett, 


- Chair of Political Science, declared him- 


self satisfied with the librarians “good 
faith efforts’ to address those concerns. 
His suggestion that the Spectrum 
Advisory Committee produce a report 
next year to monitor the resolutions 
impact was welcomed. 

During the April 16 discussion, Beasley 
clarified the principle as “opening access 
to the fruits of academic research beyond 
these walls, to communities who cannot 
afford scholarly databases, books and 
journals.’ He stressed that the intention 
was to be inclusive, making the rich 
range of quality material produced at 
Concordia, whether by full- or part-time 
faculty, and regardless of format, avail- 
able to all. 

“Open access is a very positive step for- 
ward for Concordia as a leader among 
Canadian universities. The moral princi- 
ples behind open access, and the ideal of 
bridging boundaries between the acade- 
my and humanity as a whole, parallel the 
values our institution holds in important 
ways, said Johannson. 

Beasley explained peer-reviewed 
scholarly articles represent a universal- 
ly recognized format for academic out- 
put, and journal publishers are very 
familiar with Open Access principles 
and related negotiations. 

CONTINUED ON P 2 
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Strong dollar built on strong foundation 


KAREN HERLAND 


While most of the world’s 
economies are pulling them- 
selves out of the wreckage of the 
most. recent financial crisis, 
Canada is riding high with the 
strongest dollar in more than 
three decades. 

“Basically, we are benefitting 
from a solid world perception 
and rising commodity prices, 
said Arvind Jain, Associate 
Professor of International 
Finance and Business. Jain has 
been monitoring international 
financial developments from a 
managerial perspective, especial- 
ly the impact of exchange rate 
fluctuations and financial crises, 
since the debt crisis of 1982. 

“Then the poorer countries 
suffered, this time, we suffered’ 

While surveying the fallout of 
a series of dubious decisions 
made by international banks 
and governments in 1982, Jain 
posed the question: “How can 
people lend money to somebody 





Arvind Jain has been Madying the impact of international lending decisions since the economic crisis of 1982. 


clearly incapable of paying it 
back?” 

The current crisis was precip- 
itated by spiraling loans, espe- 
cially in the American real 
estate market, to buyers whose 
credit was inadequate, and 
inadequately verified. 


“We refuse to learn from his- 
tory, said Jain. He does not see 
greed as the source of the prob- 
lem, since that has been a con- 
stant in good and _ bad 
economies, and is almost built 
into the structure of our eco- 
nomic system. 


Professor analyzes sometimes-illogical lending practices 


Jain held positions or taught 
courses on every single conti- 
nent with the exception of 
Antarctica. He joined 
Concordias faculty in 1990. 

He argues that there will 
always be an economic bubble 
built around some asset that 
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‘Facilitating access to student research | 


Institutional I repository opens the way ¢ to digital tl thesis submission 


_Kanen | HERLAND 


Making andents Se ciliate sore | 


instantly available and entirely 
searchable as soon as they com- 
plete their final corrections is 


just one of the possibilities : 


Spectrum, | our. 


TERE, 
repository, offers. bit 


Currently seule have. to = 
and binding requirements. “She 


return to the thesis office at least 


three times to submit and collect | 
various versions of their thesis or 
-process — 
requires numerous, single-sided, 
properly bound pages to be pro- _ 
_ings since last fall to shift that 


dissertation. |The 


duced at the student's expense. | 
‘Depending on the length of the 


work, the paper cost could easily — 
slide into the hundreds of dollars, _ 
on her role over one-and-a-half 
years ago, Spectrum's Jaunch 

last fall was an important ele- 


not to mention transit, shoe 
leather and the number of trees 
sacrificed for the sake of knowl- 
edge. 

Overall, the process is ineffi- 
cient, environmentally unfriend- 
ly and results in copies gathering 
dust in library stacks and 
departmental storage space. 
Space that is, increasingly, at a 
premium ; across the university. 


om ce m : not vagwa in the rtintes ies 
. bat my thesis team is, said Ann 
Marie Blinkhorn, Thesis and _ 
Student Affairs Manager in- -the 
School -of Graduate Studies. o 
“Every student has to come — 
through these doors with their 
: submission in a white box, back _ 


| again with final copies, andthen cracks due to a glitch, they are : 


to the Digital Store for printing _ 


continued, describing the tow- 
ering stacks of boxes with 
names in magic marker site 


: the sides. 


_Blinkhorn has been in meet- 
process from analog to digital. 


Although the idea was first 
introduced to her when she took 


ment, since digital deposits 


needed a place to reside. 


Now that Spectrum is up and’ 


running, Blinkhorn has been 


working with representatives in 


the library to adapt the upload 
: system for graduate students . 
Ss wor The system also ee to. 


a with omer anal aechieee | 
‘Canada, which interfaces with _ 


Spectrum, so people searching 


fe through that avenue will find 
what they arelookingfor, 
Currently, 20 students are par- 
_ ticipating in a pilot project. (to. 
be sure no one falls through the _ 


submitting the traditional way 


_ as well). Their experiences will 


be analyzed so the process can 


be expanded over the next year. | 


In addition to technical con- 
siderations, thesis deposit is the 


; ees and dissertations! pro 
duced by Concordia’ students 


from the first Loyola College and 


_ Sir George Williams University 
ae deposits. to 2003. Those files 
_ were. purchased from ProQuest 
_and catalogued for Concordia’s 
: system. Available to anyone, they — 

are only searchable by the key- 


_ words their digitizers provided. 
“Once all theses are deposited 


Pw ee 


directly, they will be fully search- 


_ able? said Blinkhorn. — 
The digital format is also : 
more adaptable. At least one of — 
the students in the pilot project 


subject of numerous official reg- _ 


ulations and procedures. When 


Blinkhorn sat down to map the 


process, she realized depositing 


was a multi-step process with . 


various conditions at each stage. 
Reading the process chart is a 
little like participating in a board 
game (success = advance to the 
next stage, refusal = return to 
step one after six months). 


hasa multimedia project involv- 


ing film, as well as text. — 
Submitting her work digitally is 


more appropriate, and better for 


those accessing iton the web. __ 
“This is a project that the 


Blinkhorn stresses mapping of — 
the process will allow us to see 


__ where we can increase efficiency 
_ via a digital process. a5 
__ Currently, Spectrum contaifs — <u 


a 


School of Graduate Studies has 


wanted to initiate for a few 


years, said Joanne Beaudoin, — 
Administrative Director of the 
School of Graduate Studies. “We 
are very excited to take the first’ 
step in a process that will allow 
us to join the ranks of the top _ 
institutions i in North America” ; 


invites speculation, be it dot- 
com companies in the 90s, or 
tulips in the 15th century. 
“Everyone knows that the bub- 
ble will burst one day they just 
are certain they will get out 
before it does, Jain said, adding, 
“they believe they are better off 
getting on board than missing it 
entirely.” 

He locates the problem as a 
poor regulatory structure, and 
said Canada’s financial institu- 
tions were able to avoid the 
worst of the damage by being 
protected from risks through 
strong, and strongly enforced 
regulations. 

More importantly, the current 
strength of the dollar, since it is 
based on external factors, is 
more likely to build and deflate 
at a slow steady rate, instead of a 
dramatic and potentially devas- 
tating burst. 

More recently, Jain has been 
considering the impact of cor- 
ruption as another factor in 
these calculations. 


Concordia opens 
access to its 
research output 


CONTINUED FROM P. | 

This category of academic 
work is also the most suited for 
deposit in Spectrum. The 
Libraries will use feedback 
from researchers choosing not 
to deposit to improve 
Spectrum as the university's 
main forum for Concordias 
new engagement with Open 
Access. 

Fine Arts Dean Catherine 
Wild said although only three 
of the departments in her 
Faculty regularly produce 
scholarly journal articles, the 
interest to participate amongst 
all faculty members was very 
high. “It’s a great way to access, 
exchange and share visual 
work with each other and our 
students.’ 

Just before the question on 
the motion was called, Vice- 
Presjdent Research and 
Graduate Studies Louise 
Dandurand endorsed the reso- 
lution’s goal saying, “our role as 
researchers is to produce 
material, train students and 
disseminate knowledge.’ ' 
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Intimate and interactive 





Intermedia student Pauline Béraud learned to make a non-linear database narrative in COMS 374. She showed 
her K-film at Arts and Science Undergraduate Research Day in early April. 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 

When associate professor Matt 
Soar came across. Florian 
Thalhofer's award-winning inter- 
active/database narrative soft- 
ware, he told the Berlin-based 
media artist that Steve JobsS might 
come calling. 

Steve Jobs didn't call, Thalhofer 
reveals, but Concordia did. 

Soon after, Soar and Gagnon 
launched the Concordia 
Interactive Narrative Experi- 
mentation and Research Group 
with core researchers from design 
and computation arts, history 
and communication _ studies: 
Monika Kin Gagnon, Jason Lewis, 
Tim Schwab and_ Elena 
Razlogova. 

Funded by FQRSC, CINER-G 
(pronounced synergy) and 
Thalhofer teamed up to redevel- 
op the innovative software with 
programmers David Reisch and 
Stuart Thiel. 

At the centre of it all is 
Korsakow (pronounced Kor-sa- 
kov), a free application for creat- 
ing interactive, non-linear films 
using databases. Think of it as a 
Choose Your Own Adventure book 
in video format but without fixed 
paths: a cloud rather than series 
of branches. The director inputs 
clips, tags them with keywords 
and makes a rough skeleton. The 
viewer can chart out their own 
trajectory, following whichever 
meanings and associations inter- 
est them most. 

Thalhofer started experiment- 
ing while studying at the Berlin 
University of the Arts. 

“I didn't know about filmmak- 
ing, I didn't know how to properly 
build stories. I did everything 


wrong; he says. “By doing every- 
thing wrong, I invented a new 
path? 

After a few years of creating K- 
films, as they're called, Thalhofer 
found himself at a standstill; he 
had ideas about where to take 
Korsakow but didn't have the pro- 
gramming expertise to see it 
through. 

When Soar and CINER-G 
became involved, they provided 
the necessary framework to over- 
haul the system and launch a 
brand new open-source version, 
which was released in July 2009. 
(They joke that version 5.0 was 
such a marked improvement on 
version 3.0 that they skipped the 
fourth altogether.) 

“I’m always on the lookout for 
new ideas and new platforms 
for creative expression, says 
Soar, who is currently working 
on an experimental K-film while 
on sabbatical in France. “Theres 
nothing quite like Korsakow out 
there. With a weekend and a 
modicum of skill, anyone can 
make a K-film. It’s about acces- 
sibility.’ 

Gagnon from CINER-G agrees 
that user-friendliness is a key 
aspect. She is using Korsakow to 
create a multimedia archive of 
her late father Charles Gagnons 
experimental work. 

Based on notes hed left, she fin- 
ished his own film, R69, which 
premiered recently at the Festival 
international du film sur lart. In 
the process, she came across pho- 
tos, paintings, and papers, plus a 
47-minute broadcast that her 
father recorded by scanning up 
and down the radio dial when 
Pierre Laporte’s body was found 
in 1970. 


“This amazing document 
might disappear into archives 
where only specialists might see 
it’ Gagnon says, noting that so 
much material is lost on the cut- 
ting room floor in conventional 
filmmaking. Her __ project, 
Archiving R69, will premiere 
online in the coming months 
(www.archivingr69.ca). 

Student Pauline Béraud 
learned hew to make a K-film in 
an advanced intermedia class - 
one of four production streams 
in communication studies. Sur 
la Pointe des Pieds is made up of 
short clips featuring profession- 
al ballet dancer Klara Houdet. 

“People click If the scene is not 
interesting to them, they can keep 
clicking” Béraud says, who pre- 
sented her work at the Arts and 
Science Undergraduate Research 
Day on April 9 and even got some 
scientists interested, which she 
calls “a little victory for me 

While conventional films can 
be effective means of driving 
home specific points, Thalhofer 
believes K-films lead to more 
questions, not answers. 

“We live in a world with many 
complex problems. We need 
many solutions, he _ says. 
“Korsakow is a thinking tool to 
create possibilities and thoughts.” 

CINER-G is planning a major 
international symposium at 
Concordia May 13 to 15, 2011, 
with emphasis on research-cre- 
ation for scholars, artists, pro- 
grammers and more. 

Find out more about their work 
and upcoming Korsakow work- 
shops at www.cinerg.ca. To get 
started on your own K-film or 
view a gallery of samples, visit 
www.korsakow.org. 
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ACCOLADES 


Concordia creative writing alumni Kate Hall (MA 06) and English pro- 
fessor Sina Queyras (MA 95) have been nominated for Canadian 
League of Poetry awards. Hall's The Certainty Dream has been nominat- 
ed for the Gerald Lampert Award. for best first book of poetry, recogniz- 
ing the best first Canadian poetry book published in the preceding year. 
Queyras’ Expressway is up for the Pat Lowther Award for best book of 
poetry by a Canadian woman: published in the preceding year. 





Hall was also among other Concordians involved with the Blue 
Metropolis Festival, April 21 to 25. She read her work at the Soirée de 
Poésie International, an evening of multilingual readings by festival poets. 


Others included former adjunct professor of English (and Blue Met 
founder) Linda Leith, Hexagram digital imagining coordinator 
Thomas Kneubiihler, Etudes francaises instructor David Homel., for- 
mer creative writing professor Michael Harris, Department of Religion 
research associate Anthony Gabriel, Gillian Sze (MA 08), Julie 
Lapalme (MA 08), Connie Guzzo McParland (BFA 07) and Carolyn 
Marie Souaid (MFA 95). 


“eo 


Also part of the Blue Metropolis festival was history professor and MIGS 
Director Frank Chalk, who sat on the April 23 CBC Radio One panel, 
The Human Face of Genocide. He is the co-author of the Mobilizing the 
Will to Intervene: Leadership and Action to Prevent Mass Atrocities report 
(MIGS, 2009), which will be published by McGill-Queens University Press 
as a book in September. 


The following day, April 24, Chalk was quoted at length in a feature 
Montreal Gazeite article about Concordia’s Life Stories project. Journalist 
Peggy Curran presented the life of 86-year-old Czech Holocaust survivor 
Georges Novak, who was interviewed for the project. 


Qo 


Congratulations to Stingers’ offensive lineman Kristian Matte, who has 
signed a free agent contract with the NFLs Houston Texans. 


In 2009, the native of St. Hubert, Que. was a Quebec University Football 
League all-star and a Canadian Interuniversity Sport second team all- 
Canadian. 


Linebacker Cory Greenwood and slotback Cory Watson are expected 
to be top picks at the CFL draft on May 2 (see Journal, Oct. 1, 2009). 


“Go 


Undergraduate students Yesica Macias, Alex Wilson, Vaimoana 
Heyman and PhD Humanities student Joanne Hui presented their paper 
“Reflections on the Life of a Story: Engaging, Creating, and Dialoguing with 
Holocaust Testimony” at the Bearing Witness: Memory, Representation, 
and Pedagogy in the Post-Holocaust Age conference, sponsored by the 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, DC and held at 
Shenandoah University in Winchester, Virginia from April 11 to-13. The 
paper grew out of a graphic novel the team produced for a history depart- 
ment seminar, (see Journal, April 23, 2009). 
N@0 = 

Former fine arts professor Marion Wagschal (retired) recently 
launched an exhibition of her art at the Battat Contemporary Gallery. 
Wagschal, who spent 37 years at Concordia, was a significant influence 
on development of the Faculty of Fine Arts, and helped establish the sem- 
inar/studio course Women and Painting. She has displayed her work at 
the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts, the Art Gallery of Nova Scotia and 
the Musée de Québec, among many others. The exhibition continues at 
7245 Alexandra St. #100 until June 5. 
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Enrolment planning will help map future 


Provost David Graham present- 
ed an overview of enrolment 
planning and management to 
the Board of Governors on April 
16. This work is allowing the uni- 
versity to have a clear vision of 
both its present enrolment levels 
across the university and to proj- 
ect results as far as three years 
into the future. This is important 
in terms of multi-year budgeting 
and in setting recruitment goals 
for particular areas of study. An 
accurate profile of our student 
body can also help determine 
where best to recruit and even 
the linguistic mix that we want 
to have. It is also key in planning 
faculty recruitment. 

Enrolment planning at the 
university began in 2005-06, orig- 


inally driven by _ Financial 
Services with support from the 
Institutional Planning Office. 
The major step forward has been 
the close involvement of the 
entire academic sector, with 
results now flowing to the 
Budget Review Working Group 
chaired by Nathalie Laporte, 
University Controller. 

The results to date have been 
very encouraging. Faculties orig- 
inally projected flat enrolments 
but in the face of substantial 
increases in applications, the 
Provost, in consultation with the 
President, set a target increase 
for 2009-10 of 500 weighted 
FTEs. Simply put, an FTE (full- 
time equivalent student) is 
equivalent to 30 credits of 


instruction. Weighted FTEs are 
calculated by multiplying FTEs 
in a given course or program of 
study by a factor that varies 
according to the government's 
estimation of the relative cost of 
offering it across the Quebec uni- 
versity network. We have sur- 
passed that target. 

Enrolment at Concordia con- 
tinues to grow: from 31 000 stu- 
dents in 2000-01 to 41 000 in 
2009-10. Raw FTEs increased by 
38% in this period and weighted 
FTEs by 44%. Online learning 
through eConcordia in selected 
areas and the School of Extended 
Learning's Continuing 
Education credit certificate pro- 
grams are also contributing to 
this growth. SEL has also played 


an important role in improving 
retention. 

The most exciting result has 
been the recruitment of research 
graduate students. It was made 
the top priority and the Provost 
reallocated $1 million to increase 
support for. graduate students in 
research. This priority approach 
will strengthen our research 
efforts, help attract strong facul- 
ty members and provide more 
long-term and generous funding 
from the Quebec government. 
Doctoral admissions were up 
18% this year in both Arts and 
Science and ENCS, 23% in JMSB 
and 50% in Fine Arts. 

Continuing analysis is also 
showing that every Faculty has 
the capacity for additional 


graduate research students. 
However, it also indicates that 
we are near or at capacity in 
many undergraduate programs 
across the Faculties, although 
the planning process has identi- 
fied some potential growth 
areas. 

“Enrolment planning and 
management lets us know how 
many students we have, where 
they come from, how many per 
professor, where they are and 
what languages they speak. It is 
helping us identify where we 
can grow, where we should 
grow, where we can reduce our 
efforts and how best to focus 
our recruitment efforts and our 
strategic planning, concluded 
Graham. 





CUPFA supports activities across the university 


At a jam-packed cocktail recep- 
tion April 20, the Concordia 
University Part-time Faculty 
Association (CUPFA)  an- 
nounced a donation of $20 000 
for athletes, libraries and the 
theatre program. 

More than 90 guests gath- 
ered on the 11th floor of the EV 
Building. Kathy Assayag, VP 
Advancement and Alumni 
Relations, lauded CUPFA repre- 
sentatives and President Maria 
Peluso. “Congratulations to 
Maria and her team. It takes 
leadership to make a gift like 
this happen,” Assayag said. 

Concordia President Judith 
Woodsworth expressed her 
thanks to CUPFA and Peluso, 
whom she said she’s known for 
many years. “Maria has always 
been a great advocate for our 
students and teachers through 
our Board and_ Senate,’ 
Woodsworth said, adding that 
Peluso and other part-time 
instructors contribute to fur- 
thering the university's goal of 
providing an outstanding stu- 
dent experience. “They bring 
their work and academic 
knowledge to help make our 
students a great success as they 
go into the community. They 
add to the university in many 
ways, both inside and outside 
the classroom.’ 

Peluso, who noted that the 
donation coincided with 
CUPFA’s 20th anniversary, said 
the association's members— 
many of whom are alumni— 
serve as the university's ambas- 
sadors and wear many hats, 


ee 


CUPFA Executive members, from left to right 
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: Judith Grad (BFA 77, BA 96, MA 00), Richard Bisaillon (BFA 86, 


MA 01), Angela Ford-Rosenthal, David Moscovitz (MBA 84), Maria Peluso (GrDip 81, MA 87), Pankaj Kamthan 
(MSc 91, MTM 98) and Michael Pinsonneault (BSc 78, PhD 99). 


including teaching, volunteer- 
ing for their association and 
working in industry, govern- 
ment or the community. She 
thanked fellew executive mem- 
bers; “the team is reflective of 
the academic diversity of our 
members. I have a lot of pride 
in them,’ said Peluso. 
Vice-President Services 
Michael Di Grappa said that 
$10 000 of the contribution will 
support Recreation and 
Athletics’ Academic Centre of 
Excellence, which offers advice 


to student athletes. “The centre 
helps ensure that varsity ath- 
letes match their success in 
sports with success in studies,’ 
said Di Grappa, who also 
announced that the centre will 
feature a plaque in recognition 
of CUPFAs gift. 

David Graham, Provost and 
Vice-President of Academic 
Affairs, stressed the impor- 
tance of Concordia’ part-time 
teachers. “Even before I came 
to Concordia, I was well aware 
of the high proportion of part- 


time faculty members at 
Concordia. However, when I 
arrived, I was surprised to 
learn how important they were 
not just in the volume but in 
the quality of the programs the 
university offers,’ said Graham. 

He added that $4 000 of the 
donation will help the Webster 
Library purchase much-needed 
DVDs and CDs, while the 
remaining $6 000 will go 
toward stipends for Concordia 
theatre graduates who are par- 
ticipating in The Lieutenant of 


AHGYWOOLVWINID NOISIA ‘MONO ANIVIT 


Inishmore. The professional 
play, which will be directed by 
theatre instructors Kate Bligh 
and Jean-Francois Gagnon, will 
open ¢n January 2011 at 
Montreal’s Segal Centre for 
Performing Arts. 

Bligh was on-hand to explain 
how CUPFAs gift helped turn 
her idea of producing a profes- 
sional play with recent and 
soon-to-be Concordia gradu- 
ates into a reality. She then 
introduced two of the plays 
eight graduating students, 
Geoff Aucoin and Chris 
Cavener, who then read a scene 
from the black comedy set in 
1993 in Northern Ireland. 
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Faculty and staff choose Concordia 


Community Campaign gearing up across the university 
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Staff at the School of Graduate Studies with Amanda Rizk, recipient of an award they established. Front row 





ce =a le } 


(from left): Adriana Rico, Sharon Carey, Rizk (award recipient), Cynthia Raso, Erika MacFadden. Middle row: 
Bridgette Arrindell, Lorena Marzitelli, Kelly Walsh, Darlene Dubiel. Back row: David Gaudine and Steven Hirst. 


Each year, Concordians are asked 
to open their hearts and lend 
their support to students. This 
year, their contributions will be 
even more critical because they 
will set the stage for the launch of 
a comprehensive fundraising 
campaign in the fall, says 
Kathleen Perry, Advisor, Special 
Programs ahd Projects for the 
Faculty of Fine Arts. 

That's why Perry and other 


Community Campaign volun- 
teers are going above and beyond 
the call of duty when asking their 
peers to support the university 
and its students. The comprehen- 
sive campaign, whose theme is “I 
Choose Concordia, is an ambi- 
tious, multi-year initiative aimed 
at advancing the university's 
strategic framework. 

Since the Community 
Campaign is integral to the com- 


prehensive campaign, there are 
more than 50 volunteer can- 
vassers — and counting — like 
Perry in departments across the 
university. The Community 
Campaign also relies on snail 
mail, email, and telephone calls 
from student fundraisers to 
spread the word. Still, “the per- 
sonal approach is easily the most 
effective way of relaying the need 
for funds and the importance of 
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university-wide participation, 
says Nancy Wada, Development 
Officer, Community Programs, for 
the Advancement and Alumni 
Relations Office. 

Joanne Beaudoin, Admin- 
istrative Director for the School of 
Graduate Studies, agrees, adding 
that she “wants to increase par- 
ticipation by making giving per- 
sonal. Many staff members in 
Graduate Studies have regular 
interactions with students and 
see the importance of giving in 
students’ lives for themselves.’ 

In fact, Beaudoin and Patricia 
Verret, Assistant Director, 
Graduate Awards and Post- 
doctoral Fellows, recently met 
Amanda Rizk, recipient of the 
School of Graduate Studies 
Support Staff Award that was 
established by the department's 
members. Rizk was so touched to 
receive the award that she attend- 
ed a recent staff meeting hosted 
by Beaudoin and Verret to express 
her gratitude and urge others to 
contribute. 

Volunteers are creating aware- 
ness in other ways, too. For exam- 
ple, Enza de Cubellis, Director of 


Administration for the VP 
External Relations/ Secretary 
General, and Nancy Marrelli, 
Director, Archives, teamed up to 
host a cupcake party for the 
Office of the Vice-President, 
External Relations and Secretary 
General. While treating attendees 
to afternoon sweets, they spoke 
about the importance of partici- 
pating in the Community Cam- 
paign. 

Advancement and Alumni 
Relations Office volunteers host- 
ed an event that featured an 
Olympic torch relay and a video 
presentation to encourage all 
other members to build on the 
department's 97% participation 


rate last year. 
The 2009-10 deadline to con- 
tribute to the Community 


Campaign is May 31 (or May 7 if 
youre starting a payroll pledge). 
As comprehensive campaign 
efforts gain momentum, volun- 
teers will be counting on your 
support. 

For more information about 
the Community Campaign and 
how you can help, visit commu- 
nity.concordia.ca. 





Remembering Dorothy Clarke (née Adams) 


It is with sadness that we 
announce -the passing of 
Dorothy Clarke (née Adams) on 
April 11. She was 91. 

Dorothy Clarke (S BA 64) was 
one of the most integral mem- 
bers of the SGW and Concordia 
communities. Sister of longtime 
SGW registrar and music 


teacher Ken Adams (S BSc 47), 
she came to SGW as an art stu- 
dent in the mid-30s to study 
drama. It was in 1937 when she 
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Douglas 


s Clarke and Dorothy Adams appear in the 1938 SGW production 


met Douglass Burns (D.B.) 
Clarke - her drama professor. 
The two were married shortly 
thereafter. She didn't finish her 
degree then, choosing instead to 
raise their children, Hugh and 
Barbara. She would later return 
as a part-time student to com- 
plete her degree in the same 
1964 class as her daughter. 
Douglass spent his entire 
career at SGW and Concordia as 
a student, English and drama 
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of Othello. In a book celebrating the 60th anniversary of the first SGW 
graduating class of 1937 (of which Douglass was a member), Dorothy 
wrote of her future husband: “it was during this production that we 
became engaged in the most unromantic place you could imagine... in 
his office over the desk. A little peck on my brow sealed the deal.” 
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professor, and in various admin- 
istrative roles including Registrar, 
Vice-Principal Academic and 
Acting Principal and Vice- 
Chancellor. He retired in 1969. 
The couple was a staple at every 
major SGW event from the 30s 
until D.B. Clarke died in 1979, 

Following his death, Dorothy 
stayed involved with the SGW 
pensioners association and 
attended many reunion events. 
She was also archivist of the 
Unitarian Church. 

“Douglass and Dorothy Clarke 
were deeply involved in and com- 
mitted to all aspects of Sir George 
Williams and later Concordia,’ 
says Archives Director Nancy 
Marrelli. “Dorothy lived through 
much of the early history, then 
carried with her decades of our 
institutional memory and end- 
less support for Concordia and 
the values it embodies. Our com- 
munity has lost a great supporter 


and a caring friend. . 


The memorial service will be at 
the Unitarian Church of Montreal 
(5035 De Maisonneuve Bivd.), 
May 8 at 2 p.m. To make a dona- 
tion in her name in lieu of flow- 
ers, call ext. 3884. 
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At the inauguration of the D.B. Clarke Theatre held Feb. 7, 1970. Left to 


right: Chancellor Fraser F. Fulton, Iris Fulton, Principal John W. O’Brien 
(who would become Rector in 1974 and later speaker of Senate), Joyce 
O’Brien, Douglass Clarke and Dorothy Clarke. 
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Students set their sites on MTL 


ARTX 399 students capture the essence of the city on flickering screens 





the work inside. 


KAREN HERLAND 


Wander into the Rosemont storefront and 
youre immediately overwhelmed by 
dozens of precariously piled TV screens 
buzzing and flickering from every corner 
of the cramped space. 

The space reads more bygone repair 
shop than cutting edge art — at least to the 
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The venue for NTSC was piled high with old tvs presenting the students’ work. 





handful of neighbours who have stopped 
in over the show's two-week run (ending 
April 29) to ask if they could get their 
microwaves repaired. That's exactly what 
appealed to Studio Arts LTA Donna Akrey 
and ARTX 399 students in the first place. 
“This show wouldnt have worked in a 
gallery, we needed a run-down place, said 
Akrey of the venue for NTSC (which stands 
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for National Television Systém Committee 
~ the standard broadcast system used in 
Canada, slated for replacement next year). 
The class produces site-specific work on a 
theme (see Journal, April 23, 2009) for last 
year’s take. This year, the students picked 
Montreal as their starting point, “I think 
we all love Montreal and thought that this 
might be a nice premise...to consider the 
island of Montreal as site and as set,’ said 
Akrey. “We thought video would be a good 
medium to do this as a collective.” 

Using video, the show represented a 
broad range of cityscapes and experiences. 
The analog TVs and run-down venue were 
also a comment on the disappearing small 
business. The space was packed with 
crowds spilling onto the street at the 
vernissage on April 19. Those not in the 
venue could attend the performances in a 
lot across the street, or stop in to the bar 
next door where an informal celebration 
was planned. 

Finding an appropriate space proved to 
be quite complicated. Students were 
encouraged to scour their neighbourhoods 
for likely spots. “It was hard to find some- 
one willing to commit to letting us use the 


space for a month. They thought it would, 


make it more difficult to rent it long-term, 
said Akrey. When Stephanie Beaulieu 
found a likely spot, she had to track down 
the owner through its neighbours. The 
landlord turned out to be a Concordia 


Well-wishers begin to gather for the NTSC vernissage in Rosemont. One visitor took advantage of the periscope student Nadia Lombardo constructed to allow people to peek at some of 


alum who preferred to remain anonymous. 
He was immediately enthusiastic and did 
not mind the mural the students painted 
on the alley side of the shop. 

Akrey said the owners degree in electri- 

cal engineering proved handy, once the 
multiple screen/video-loop exhibit took 
shape. “We constructed this weird entity. 
We had to prepare a bunch of graphs and 
charts to keep track of it. It's a beast with 
many arms” And many things that could 
potentially go wrong, so understanding 
how it worked and how.to fix it became 
part of the process. 
a series of and shorter projects 
last term. Nadia Lombardo framed 30 
views in Verdun to force commuters to 
notice things they might overlook every 
day. Her final project was a representation 
of waiting, which could be viewed by 
periscope, “I put it outside of the bath- 
room, where people were likely to wait. 

Inspired by artists as varied as Lars von 
Trier and William S. Burroughs, Akrey 
challenged the students to work within 
specific limits. She had the students shoot 
shorts (snow, or a 2-minute clip represent- 
ing utopia in Montreal) and upload them 
to a common site where they could remix 
or elaborate on each others work. 

“We all want to put our names on things 
and students were encouraged as a collec- 
tive to let that go, said Akrey. 
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One stitch at a time 


Fibres students show their threads at Ctrllab 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 
Students in the fibres program 
in the Faculty of Fine Arts aren't 
just mending socks, knitting 
sweaters or making baskets. 

Six graduating artists from 
the six-credit Advanced Fibres 
course came together to host 
The F-Word: The Future is 
Fabulous, a four-day exhibition 
at Cirilab (www.ctrllab.com), a 
gallery founded by Concordia 
grads Eduardo Menz and 
Shermine Sawalha. 

At the vernissage on April 16, 
they displayed a video projected 
onto a quilt, gift-wrapped park- 
ing meters, intricate beadwork 
en canvas (which spelled out 
“What a waste of time and 
money.) and silkscreened 
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Alexis Boyle roamed around the downtown campus, inserting lighthearted play into the daily grind. “I just wanted to make people laugh and aware of a special moment, which was unique 


copies of artist Jeff Koons’ 
work. The oft misunderstood 
discipline has been fighting for 
its place in the art world in the 
way that painting never had to, 
says fibres major Katie Earle. 

“There hasn't been a lot of 
recognition of it as an art form,’ 
she says, though things are 
changing thanks in part to the 
support of institutions like 
Concordia with a _ strong 
department, Faculty and 
Hexagram. 

The cross media fibres pro- 
gram offers undergraduate and 
graduate degrees that explore 
“the relationships of material to 
culture.” Students are exposed 
to both traditional and digital 
processes, including silkscreen- 
ing, dyeing, computer-assisted 
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and apart from the humdrum routine of 9 to 5,” she says. 


weaving, knitting, paper-mak- 
ing and more. Public perform- 
ance, video and installation are 
also integrated. 

Earle was inspired by current 
events for her contribution to 
The F-Word, which was a fash- 
ion show of garments made 
with shibori weaving, in which 
the cloth is woven, gathered 
and dyed, a process which gave 
rise to tie-dye. | 

Models lined up wearing her 
designs and paraded through 
Ctrilab. At a certain point, 
“security personnel” stopped 
them and began searching 
them, removing patches of the 
clothing to reveal bare midsec- 
tions, hips, backsides and 
breasts. “Everybody is treated 
as a site for potential terror, 
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she says, noting that her pieces 
were created in reaction to 
heightened security measures 
at airports worldwide. 

Alexis Boyle presented a 
series of wearable works, one of 
which was a silver plane/shark 
suit/space suit called J believe I 
can fly, which she wore on St. 
Catherine St. She had a large 
crowd of marketing students 
staring down at her from the 
Faubourg asking, “What are you 
selling?” 

A number. of __ people 
approached saying they hoped 


she was getting paid well for her | 


efforts as she motored around 
making airplane noises. 
“Illustrating faults, dreams, 
and doubts by publicly perform- 
ing these works demands atten- 


7 


tion in a blending of funny, fan- 
tastic and pathetic,’ she wrote in 
her artist’s statement. “This joy- 
ful melancholy [...] reflects my 
use of humour as a personal 
coping strategy in life and art.’ 

Lael Williams, Madeleine 
Pippa Bartlett, Stephanie Lau 
and Marie Herstead also con- 
tributed to the show, which 
Earle says gave them all the 
opportunity to experience life 
as professional artists: creating 
a relationship with « gallery, 
applying for funding, and pro- 
moting and mounting an exhib- 
it. 

“I think it pushed us to make 
even stronger works than we 
would have for class,’ she says. 

For more about fibres, see 
studio-arts.concordia.ca. 
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rewarding. 





_ANNA SARKISSIAN 
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Westmount, are conducting 
market studies, 
consumer behaviour, and pro- 
ducing promotional items MS 
Quebec companies. 


Not only that, they're pack- _ 


ing their bags for Jiangmen, 
China, in May to take part in a 
trade show. . 

How are they doing it? With 
a little help from the Jehn 
Molson School of Business. ~ 

MBA candidates Sherin Al- 
Safadi and Mirella Mokbel have 
been heading up to the 
Boulevard twice weekly since 
February to mentor the stu- 
dents. 

Amid high-pressure case 
studies, presentations and 
exams, answering their ques- 
tions has helped Al-Safadi stay 
grounded. | 

“It showed me the impor- 
tance of working with people in 
other age groups. It was a chal- 
lenge, she says. 
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nine students at The Study, a 
private K-11 school for girls in — 
= they are, says Mokbel, iss 
‘jumped at the opportunity to 
get involved after speaking 
- with a student who participat- 
ed last year. 
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“At first, they’ re intimidated 
by you and youre intimidated 
by them,’ Al-Safadi says. Both 
agree the girls are very intelli- 
gent and motivated. 

The students were responsi- 


ble for conducting their own 


research and finding local 
companies who might be inter- 


ested in selling their products 


on the Chinese market. Some 
even speak Mandarin; the 
school offers courses starting 
in grade five. eco 

Though the teacher, 
Philippe Guillem, was always 


present, Al-Safadi and Mokbel 


took over, roaming — from 
group to group for status 
reports and problem-solving. 
They decided to focus on 
organic products, such as ice 
wine, cream and nuts. Last 


year, many of the products 
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ae worked together. They spent 
last summer on exchange in- 
Germany and organized the — 
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_ with other responsibilities: Al 
 Safadi was president of the 
Commerce Graduate Students’ 


Association and Mokbel head-_ 
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‘e synergy, Al-Safadi says. 
 Safadi and — “Mokbel have — 


‘Mokbel adds that strong 
teamwork is vital. “At the end 
of the day, you have to be able 
to work with different charac- 


ters and-opinions, she says. — 
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| MBA candidates Sherin Al-Safadi (left) and Mirella Mokbel have been sharing their marketing epee with 


Making Concordia accessible to all Congress delegates 





Bissonnette, who’s legally blind, kneels with his guide dog Nugget, pic- 
tured here in 2008. Since Nugget retired in October, he’s welcomed his 
new guide dog, Vesper, who turned two on April 26. “The new one, he’s 
full of pep,” he says. 


ALISJAINNA ¥IGWOINOD 


Russ COOPER 
Concordia has a long history of 
being an accessible environ- 
ment. If anyone knows it how to 
make it more so, it's Leo 
Bissonnette. 

Bissonnette, whos been at 
Concordia since the 1974 merg- 
er alternating between student, 
staff and part-time teacher, is 
currently the Coordinator for 
the Access Centre for Students 
with Disabilities. His knowledge 
of how to make the university 
accessible is his contribution to 
Congress this spring as Local 
Arrangement Coordinator for 
Canadian Disabilities Studies 
Association (CDSA). 

Even though he’s not a formal 
member of the association (a 
group that looks at disability 
issues, trends and topics in 
Canada from an academic per- 
spective), he’s helping accom- 
modate the more than 50 people 
who may need special arrange- 





ments to appreciate the confer- 
ence to its fullest. 

“For example, take the 
Presidential Reception on June 3 
at the Grey Nuns Motherhouse, 
he says. “If there are speeches, we 
want sign language interpreters 
there to make sure those who are 
hearing-impaired have full 
access to everything Congress 
has to offer.’ | 

While all the final details are 
still being ironed out, he's 
already made arrangements for 
a number of services to make 
sure the university is accessible 
and enjoyable for all CDSA 
members. 

For members with limited 
mobility, Bissonnette has 
arranged with Facilities 
Management Transportation 
Supervisor Des O'Neill for an 
accessible van to shuttle associ- 
ation members, as well as other 
delegates from other societies 
who may benefit from such a 
service, between the Hall 


Building and the Motherhouse. 

As well, the choice of the MB 
Building to host the CDSAs 
three days at Congress was “very 
intentional, says Bissonnette. 
The state-of-the-art facility is 
wheelchair accessible, as well as 
well-equipped with technology 
that will enable the use of CART, 
a remote captioning system that 
can instantly translate spoken 
word into print. 

But before Congress, he is still 
responsible for delivering exams 
to the 740 students “who have 
self-identified as requiring our 
services, he says. This means 
delivering some exams in alter- 
native formats, or in wheel- 
chair-accessible locations. 

Bissonnette was part of the first 
class after the merger of Loyola 
and SGW in 1974, completing a 
BA in sociology that same year. 
Since then, he’s completed a mas- 
ter’s degree in sociology and PhD 
in educational technology (see 


Journat June 1, 2006). 
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Dabchy, Osei prepare for May 31 


As CSU changes administration, friendship remains strong 


Russ COOPER 


“Always busy, says outgoing CSU presi- 
dent Amine Dabchy as he leaves the CSU 
conference room following a planning 
meeting to transfer the CSU administra- 
tion. Moments later, President-elect 
Prince Ralph Osei emerges, saying essen- 
tially the same thing. 

And they'll probably stay that way for a 
while. After Osei’s Fusion party swept the 
general election polls in late March, they 
have a lot to do before the leadership 
changes hands on May 31. 

Their past year (Osei as VP Services for 
Loyola in their Vision party's 2009-10 
term) has only solidified a healthy work- 
ing relationship. They met at Frosh 2007 
and worked together at ASFA before their 
respective terms as CSU executive, their 
relationship is more than just bureau- 
cratic. “We've grown to be brothers, says 
Dabchy. | 

Inheriting a student union entangled in 
turmoil last spring, they had big ideas of 
how to make things better. 

“People had very high expectations of 
us. We @ campaign on transparency 
and changing the CSU, and people 
expected us to be the best, says Dabchy. 

In their opinion, the year was a success 
— ff only for establishing an environment 
of openness (financial records available 
cy). “i's something that's been lacking in 
the CSU says Osei. 


—— 


Amine Dabchy (left) and Prince Ralph Osei. 


But, in addition, they count the CSU's 
30th anniversary reunion (see Journal, 
Feb. 11, 2010) among their key accom- 
plishments. For Osei, he points to the 
renovation of the CC Building’s Guadagni 
lounge and the Loyola CSU office, as well 
as free vegetarian food for students five 
days a week in the Hive. 

One significant negative, in their view, 
was failing to convince students to vote 





for a fee increase to fund the student cen- 
tre (see Journal, June 4, 2009). However, 
they don’t see the project dying on the 
vine. Osei has pledged to carry on the 
campaign as president. “We're going to go 
back to the drawing board, do our home- 
work and come back to the students, 
says Osei. 

“We need it; says Dabchy. “The centre 


is inevitable; the question is when.” 
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The student centre shortfall was in 
great part due to the time-swallowing 
complications with the CSU's push for a 
referendum for Concordia to leave the 
Canadian Federation of Students. (“It 
took literally 50% of my time, says 
Dabchy.) In late March, Concordia stu- 
dents voted 71.6% in favour of leaving the 
CFS; a decision both feel was a good one 
on the part of students. 

Dabchy, who will graduate this spring 
with a double major in economics and 
political science, will take one or two 
classes and continue to sit on the Board 
of Governors. He hopes to start his mas- 
ter’s in public policy and public adminis- 
tration in January. Osei is continuing with 
his degree in psychology with a minor in 
political science, and will also sit on the 
Board. 

“He was more than a simple vice presi- 
dent, he was my righit-hand person,’ says 
Dabchy of Osei, imparting a bit of outgo- 
ing advice. “He needs to have someone by 
his side, someone he trusts. Someone like 
he was to me. 

With the handover in May, they feel 


their partnership will just move into a 


new phase, as it has many times since 
they first met more than three years ago. 
And, even after their student days are 
behind them, they anticipate their con- 
nection will be a strong one. 

“We worked so well together this year, 
we think we should be in business and be 
partners, says Osei. 





On April 22 at a small ceremony 
in EV 3.309, Concordias Faculty 
of Engineering and Computer 
Science was honoured by the 
Institute of Electrical and 
Electronics Engineers (IEEE) 
and presented with the 2009 
Supporting Friend of the IEEE 
Member and _ Geographic 
Activities Award. : 

The award is given by the 
IEEE, the world’s largest profes- 
sional association dedicated to 
advancing technological inno- 
vation, to recognize individuals 
or organizations who encourage 
and support IEEE activities and 
volunteerism. The engraved 
plaque will hang in the display 
case outside the reception area 
in EV 2.139. 

The nomination was put forth 
in December by Electrical and 
Computer Engineering profes- 
sor Amir G. Aghdam. 

In the past two years, 
Concordia has provided $22 500 
in financial support, as well as 
the seminar room and equip- 


IEEE honours ENCS with award 


ment, to help organize [EEE- 
affiliated activities. 

Since 2002, Concordia has co- 
sponsored more than 85 semi- 
nars (including 19 by distin- 
guished lecturers from the 
Institute), as well as eight work- 
shops. 

In June 2009, ENCS assumed 
the costs of IEEE membership 
for all undergraduate members 
of the years IEEE Canada — 
TELUS Award-winning cap- 
stone project; Multi-Touch 
Multi-User Interactive Surface 
Using Computer Vision, led by 
Electrical and Computer 
Engineering professor Reza 
Soleymani (see Journal, Oct. 1, 
2009). 

ENCS has been active with 
IEEE volunteer work as well. In 
the past decade, several Board 
members and_ Executive 
Committee members of the 
IEEE Montreal Section have 
been affiliated with Concordia 
University. They include three 
Section Chairs, three 
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ENCS Associate Dean, Academic Affairs, Christopher Trueman (left) accepts the 2009 Supporting Friend of the 
IEEE Member and Geographic Activities Award on behalf of the Faculty from IEEE Canada President-elect Om 


Malik (right). 


gy standards, and professional 
and educational activities each 
year. . 


400 000 members worldwide, 
and produces numerous publi- 
cations, conferences, technolo- 


Secretaries, two Treasurers, as 
well as several Chapter Chairs. 
The IEEE has more than 
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Centre to open in Hall Building 


Efforts to support and facilitate volunteer engagement in the works 





CAPS career advisor and future LIVE Centre coordinator Valerie Millette 





ay We 


stands outside H 608-1 and -2, the future home of the Leadership, 
Initiative, and Volunteer Engagement (LIVE) Centre. 
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Soon, Concordia will have one 
central place for information 
about volunteerism. 

The Leadership, Initiative, 
and Volunteer Engagement 
(LIVE) Centre - a part of 
Counselling and Development 
- will open in H 608-1 and 608- 
2 by the end of May and will be 
fully functional before the fall 
semester starts. 

“The centre will provide any- 
one interested in volunteering, 
as well as people who recruit 
volunteers a point of contact, a 
central place to connect and 
establish partnerships, says 
Valerie Millette, career advisor 
at Career and Placement 
Services, who will become the 
LIVE Centre Coordinator. 

“As an extension of current 
Counselling and Development 
services, we ll be providing one- 
on-one and group advising to 
students looking for volunteer 
opportunities. And now we'll be 
able to go much further, bringing 
together students, staff and fac- 
ulty and building bridges with 
the larger community” she says. 


Announced April 8 at the 
Concordia Council for Student 
Life awards (see Journal, April 
15, 2010), this is the latest 
effort of the Concordia 
University Volunteer Initiative 
(CUVI), a committee devel- 
oped in 2008 and aimed at rec- 
ognizing the many volunteer 
efforts taking place through- 
out the university. 

In 2009, CUVI launched their 
website volunteer.concordia.ca 
(see Journal, May 7, 2009) as a 
resource for volunteering 
locally, nationally and interna- 
tionally. 


The LIVE Centre has received 


three years of funding from the 
Office of the Provost. 

The timing of the centre's 
estahlishment is opportune, as 
it will serve as a convenient 
launching pad for the Co- 
Curricular Record, a pilot proj- 
ect aiming to provide students 
with official university accredi- 
tation for volunteer efforts. 

Students will submit their 
volunteer activities and identi- 
fy learning outcomes, which 


will then be approved by an 


official. validator. Though the 


pilot will only be available for 
predetermined on-campus 
activities, the project is expect- 
ed to extend to a greater num- 
ber of opportunities in the 
future. 

Managed by Millette and the 
Dean of Students Office, this 
marks the first time a Co- 
Curricular Record has been 
established at a Quebec univer- 
sity. Similar projects exist at a 
number of Canadian and 
American universities. 

The centre's two offices (the 
coordinator’s office and a mul- 
tipurpose resource and. infor- 
mation centre) will occupy the 
former offices of the Garnet 
Key Society, who moved into 
GM 725 on April 12. 

Millette invites anyone who 
wants to be informed of 
upcoming events to join the 
new Facebook group, 
Concordia LIVE Centre. To get in 
touch with her with any ques- 
tions or ideas,  volun- 
teer@concordia.ca. 


TTS 0000 009090 


representation 


Ethnographer considers location and 


KAREN HERLAND 
Visiting lecturer Ruth Behar has 
built her career on theorizing 
and understanding her own 
experience bridging multiple 
cultures. 

Behar, who visited Concordia 
for a public lecture and work- 
shop on April 15 and 16, has 
ties to the department of 
Anthropology, Womens 
Studies, Latin Studies and 
Jewish Studies at the University 
of Michigan at Ann Arbor. As a 
member of a community of 
Jews who fled Cuba during the 
revolution in the early 60s, her 
own experiences of returning to 
a place and culture she only 
dimly remembered has shaped 
her evolving understanding of 


ethnographic and anthropolog-. 


ical research. 

As the second guest for the 
joint Concordia-McGill Annual 
Lecture on Anthropological 
Studies, Behar spoke on the 
“Joys and Dilemmas of Visual 
Ethnography. Her lecture 
traced larger trends in the rela- 
tionship between the visual and 


written languages in docu- 
menting cultural practice. 

“Behar has reinvented and 
reinvigorated the discipline of 
anthropology ...stretching and 
blurring ethnographic writing 
to include biography, memoir 
and photographer, said Erica 
Lehrer, Canada Research Chair 
in Post-Conflict Memory, who 
has a cross-appointment in both 
history and sociology-anthro- 
pology. Lehrer’s opening 
remarks credited Behar, her 
own PhD supervisor, with help- 
ing to inspire her own career 
path. | 

Starting with what she 
termed her own “use and mis- 
use of photographs” Behar pre- 
sented examples primarily 
culled from her own work as a 
partial antidote to pioneering 
ethnographer Margaret Mead's 
criticism of the discipline as one 
of “words and words and 
words. 

However, Behar was careful to 
note the challenges of photo- 
graphic representation when 
describing her return to the 
community she had left as a 


Synagogue in Havana. 


young child. Her collaboration 
with Humberto Mayol, a Cuban 
photographer, provided some 
distance from the subjects. At 
times she was concerned that 
distance might lead to an objec- 





tification or misrepresentation 
of the range of experiences they 
adressed. Finding a balance 
between the visual and words 
became a feature of Behar's the- 
ory and practice. 


i 


The lecture was also spon- 
sored by the Department of 
Sociology and Anthropology, 
the Sociology and Anthropology 
Students Association and the 
Department of Art History. 
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All events are free and open to the public unless otherwise indicated. 


ONGOING — UNTIL MAY | WED., MAY 12 


& Johanne Biffi at Les Territoires <3) Book to Big Screen: 

Concordia grad and prof Johanne Biffi explores Route 389 The Sweet Hereafter 

with her photography exhibit. Join Concordia and McGill alumni in exploring the adaptation 
of Russell Banks’ The Sweet Hereafter into an Oscar-nominated 
movie by Atom Egoyan with a screening and discussion. Please 
read the book first and register before May 5: alum- ' 
ni.concordia.ca/register. The book is available at the Bookstore 
at a 30%-discount. Light refreshments will be served. 


APRIL 29 AND APRIL 30 


fF Montreal Jewish Life: The Thirties 


and Forties 


The Concordia Institute for Canadian Jewish Studies, in col- 
laboration with the McCord Museum, are pleased to present ‘Les Territoires, 372 St. Catherine St.W. #527 


this two-day symposium. 
McCord Museum, 690 Sherbrooke St.W. 
tinyurl.com/MtlJewishLife 


FRI., APRIL 30 


www.lesterritoires.org 


SAT., MAY | 


33 ESMB Chorale annual concert S-EV 1.605 | 6to9 pm. | ext.5647 | $5 
. . . The annual spring gala concert of the English Montreal 
F Conference: Doing Business in School Board Chorale. MAY 5 TO JUNE [2 


Developing Countries Oscar Peterson Concert Hall | 7:30 p.m. | 514-483-7200 ext. 3 IGNITION 


hs Gay long : one peace ee oe i Dileh eaehal e This annual exhibition features new work by students com- 
Companies Doing Busnes nk Devsoning and Emre. THURS., MAY 6 plting thi Master of Fine Are degree in the Sto At 
nenalnatn of Canaan corns gible gf Outdoor composting workshop lsu ops pss! nner 
tion between local and global forces for business. aed adie ofegaleny ihe 


Registration ( free) is required: see the website. 
S-MB 1.210 | 9a.m.to4 p.m. | www.localglobalresearch.org Ellen Gallery, S-LB 165 | ellengallery.concordia.ca 
ONGOING - UNTIL MAY 2! 


Gg University of the Streets Café 
The Storytelling Café and Celebration. Admission free. <9) Co-op Bookstore Consignment Period 


Learn how to build your own composter and how to use it so 
you can avoid sending food and garden waste to landfill. 


L-PS 207 | noon to 12:30 p.m. | r4compost@gmail.com 
ONGOING - UNTIL,MAY 7 
5 Arrivals and Departures 


Donations appreciated. 
Rad'a Montreal, 841 Gilford (@ Saint-André) | 7 to 9 p.m. 
univeafe.concordia.ca 

@® Hellenism and the Culture of 
Technology 


The Hellenic Studies Unit is pleased to have John Anton give 
a lecture titled, “Hellenism and the Culture of Technology: 


Challenge or Accommodation’. 
S-H 767 | 7 p.m. | hellenicstudies.concordia.ca 


S Dancers: Taking the Leap 


As part of the International Dance Day, Sfudio 303 will 
launch Taking the Leap, a guide to self-producing for emerg- 


ing dance artists in Montreal. 
372 St. Catherine St.W., #303 | 8 p.m. | www.studio303.ca 


& Benefit concert for Hospital in Congo 


The Concordia Catholic Student Association is raising funds 
for the Kilembe Mission Hospital in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo. 


Loyola Chapel | 8 to 10 p.m. | 514-843-7713 | Admission by 


This is the graduate design certificate students’ year-end 
exhibition, showcasing digital technologies in design art 
practice. A vernissage will be held April 30 from 5 to 7 p.m. 
The exhibit will also be a part of Design Montreal open house 
May 1 and 2. 


FOFA Gallery and S-EV 6th and 7th 
fofagallery.concordia.ca 
MON., MAY 10 


© Piano concerts by students of 


G. Chaverdian 


Xioman Lu at 2 p.m.; Kimberly Bartczak at 6; Zuzana 
Simurdova at 8. Tickets available at the door only. 


Oscar Peterson Concert Hall | oscar.concordia.ca | $5, free 
for students with ID 
TUES., MAY I! 


& Violin concert 
Tanya Karamanos, student of Yaela Hertz, plays violin. 


Oscar Peterson Concert Hall | 7 p.m. | oscarconcordia.ca 


Sell your used textbooks and academic gear (lab coats, 
coursepacks, etc.) on consignment through the Co-op 
Bookstore. Find out more about this excellent service on 
Facebook or on their site. 


www.co-opbookstore.ca 
SAVE THE DATE - JUNE 4 TO 7 


<9) International conference held at 


Concordia 

This ARTHEMIS conference, called Moving Images Studies: 
History (ies), Method (s), Discipline(s), offers a forum for 
scholars to reflect on the theory and practice of film and 
moving image studies from historical and epistemological 
perspectives. 

www.arthemis-cinema.ca 





donation 


‘Concordia community 
raises $5 000+ to fight MS 


On April 22, over 200 Concordians 
raised over $5 000 to contribute to 
last weekend's Multiple Sclerosis 
Foundation Walk-a-Thon. This year’s 
event held special significance for 
Distribution coordinator Mike Russo 
who recently received an MS diagno- 
sis. He spent the spaghetti luncheon 
chatting with JMSB student and 
Olympic athlete Philippe Beaudry 
(see Journal, Sept. 11, 2008). Beaudry 
will be competing with Team Canada 
in fencing in London in 2012, his sec- 
ond Olympic competition. Beaudry 


especially wanted to participate at 
the event because of his own moth- 
er’s experience with MS. 

In addition to the meal, served up 
by volunteers from across the univer- 
sity, those present participated in a 
raffle of goods and services donated 
by local businesses. Tickets and sou- 
venirs from the Montreal Canadiens 
and Montreal Impact teams, along 
with coupons for local restaurants 
were among the prizes. 
Congratulations to everyone who 
made the event such a success. 


$5, free for students with ID 


& 
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Olympic athlete and JMSB student Philippe Beaudry talks with Distribution Services’ Mike Russo. 
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Chaki night in Canada 





Avi Morrow and President Judith Woodsworth examine the detail of The Four Seasons at the piece’s unveiling 
on April 20. Morrow, a long-time supporter of the university, was on hand to praise artist Yehouda Chaki. He 
presented him with a beautiful bouquet of flowers, pointing out that he and his wife, Dora Morrow, have made 
a habit of delivering flowers to every one of Chaki’s openings. 


KAREN HERLAND ~ 


A large crowd gathered at 
Concordia on April 20 to wel- 
come the latest addition to the 
university's collection of public 
art. 

Guests were offered an 
overview of the importance of 
public art before they were 
escorted to the tunnel between 
the EV and MB Buildings where 
Yehouda Chakis The Four 


Seasons was unveiled bringing 
an explosion of light and colour 
into the passageway used by stu- 
dents, faculty, staff and local 
commuters. 

“We are very proud of the role 
we play in bringing art to the 
public, said President Judith 
Woodsworth, acknowledging 
the excellence of the university's 
Faculty of Fine Arts, “It's a 
responsibility we take very seri- 
ously. 


Woodsworth spoke in one of 


the art history amphitheatres 
before the unveiling of the sec- 
ond Chaki piece in the universi- 
ty’s collection. His first work at 
Concordia - The Express Train 


from Saloniki to Auschwitz, 


acquired in 1969, hung on the 
mezzanine of the Hall Building 
for nearly two decades and is 
now in the collection of the 
Leonard & Bina Ellen Art 
Gallery. 


Bright lights from cinema 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 


In the archetypical student film, 
waking up never gets tired. 

Many shorts have opened with 
the following sequence: alarm 
clock buzzing, groggy sleeper ris- 
ing, toothbrushing, Cheerio con- 
suming, and so on. 

While there's no guarantee that 
you won't witness anyone's morn- 
ing routine, talented students at 
the Mel Hoppenheim School of 
Cinema have plenty more to offer 
at the Concordia Film Festival this 
weekend. 

“Seeing your work on the big 
screen — it’s a long time coming, 
says Roch Thibault, president of 
the Cinema Students’ Association. 
For the past year, undergrads have 
been working steadily on their 
projects, looking forward to the 
opportunity. to share their cre- 
ations with their peers, he adds. 
“It's not the same as watching it on 
a TV or a computer. It's what cine- 
ma is all about.’ 

On April 30 and May 1, the CSA 
will present works from both film 


production and animation at Ex- 
Centris and Cinéma Paralléle. 

MFA student Nilesh Patel was 
one of several people to help nar- 
row down some of the first year 
films for inclusion in the festival. 

“The first years are new to 
working with film, so evaluating 
principally on aspects like cine- 
matography, sound design or edit- 
ing was not the best gauge for me, 
he says. He was looking for work 
with a solid tone and flow. ‘T for- 
gave technical gaffs when I felt the 
film as a whole stood out.’ 

Art history student Ali Moenck 
got involved in the festival last 
year through a friend and came 
back for more as a member of the 
programming committee. “As 
filmmakers are starting their 
careers, they make work about 
what they know. We have a whole 
range of subjects: family, friends, 
happiness and loss, she says. 

The screening of third-year films 
on Friday night sold out within a 
week. For die-hard fans, Thibault 
recommends showing up anyway 
in case some seats open up. 


If choosing from eight screenings 
is too tough, the Best of the Fest at 
9 p.m. on Saturday wil present a 
solid sampling of short films. The 
lineup was pre-selected by a four- 
member jury and will be shown in 
both theatres simultaneously. 

Before the fest kicks off, the 
school will be awarding more 
than $85 000 worth of prizes to 
some of the top students in film 
studies, production and anima- 
tion at a reception on April 29. 
This also marks the inaugural 
year for the Pierre Jasmin Award 
for Excellence in Animation. 

Thibault says the importance of 
Concordia’s contribution to the 
world of Canadian cinema should 
be highlighted. “We have one of 
the best film schools in Canada. 
We need to support young artists 
who are trying to make a name for 
themselves.’ 

To find out more about the 
Concordia Film: Festival, visit 
www.csaconcordia.com or contact 
fest@csaconcordia.com. Regular 
screenings are $5, the Best of the 
Fest is $8. 


ALISUZAINN ¥IQVOINOD 


Prior to Woodsworths com- 
ments, Clarence Epstein, 
Director of Special Projects and 
Cultural Affairs, provided a pres- 
entation of the range of public 
art works both inherited from 
the university's two founding 
institutions, and added to the 
collection since then. Some of 
these pieces, like the bronze bas 
relief by Yves Trudeau in the 
York Corridor of the EV Building 
are private donations. Others 
like the Nicolas Baier “bouquet” 


-on the east facade of the EV 


Building are funded through 
public initiatives such as the 
provinces One Percent pro- 
gram. . 

The Baier installation is also 
one of the many glass-based 
pieces in Concordias collection. 
Acknowledging the Board of 
Montreal Museum Directors 
decision to establish 2010 as 
Montreal City of Glass, Epstein 
underscored the importance of 
this medium in our Nordic cli- 
mate “where we appreciate 
light, colour and play during the 
winter months.’ re 

Among the works Epstein dis- 
cussed were Geraldo Pace's The 


Heads of Engineering and Jesus 


Carles de Vilallongas Imaginary 
Portrait of 24 Universal Geniuses 
of Today. Both works, in addi- 


APRIL 30 BREGUET SST ECRELInTS 
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tion to Chaki’s The Four Seasons, 
were gifts from the family of art 
patrons, Diane and Salvatore 
Guerrera. 7 

Many of the _ speakers 
acknowledged the dedication of 
the Guerreras to bringing art to 
the broader community: a com- 
mitment clearly visible in the 
range of their donated art works 
displayed in the short distance 
guests travelled between the 
amphitheatre and tunnel for the 


unveiling. 


Yehouda Chaki began his 
address by remembering when 
Salvatore | Guerrera _sfirst 
approached him to produce the 
work. “He said, ‘I want you todo | 
a window’ and I said, ‘great, 
what is the light source?’ and he 
said, ‘no light, it’s in a base- 
ment.” 

He added that it was precisely 
that kind of unexpected, seem- 
ingly impossible, juxtaposition 
that appealed to him about the 
project. “I knew right away that I 
wanted something simple, 


colourful, spontaneous and 


immediate.’ 

The piece itself was realized 
by Studio du Verre, who had the F 
complex task of translating 
Chaki’s vibrant brush strokes 
into a unique language of 
stained glass. eek 

m) 
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